
Download the full Economic Justice Action Plan at www.EconomicJusticeSTL.org

OVERVIEW & HIGHLIGHTS

E C O N O M I C  
J U S T I C E  A C C E L E R AT O R

Purpose & Objective:
Through public action, aligning investments, and public-private 
partnerships, we have a once in a lifetime chance to parlay federal 
funds into a transformational opportunity to equitably revitalize 
St. Louis neighborhoods by leveraging further public funding, 
private equity and philanthropic investment. The goals are to 
increase quality jobs and expand economic opportunities for all 
residents, which will lead to a reduction in poverty, crime, and 
vacancy rates. The outcome is a stronger, more sustainable city.

$ 1  B I L L I O N  I N  C A P I T A L  L E V E R A G E D  
We have before us an unprecedented opportunity to leverage 
$246 million in City and federal ARPA commitments to co-
create a more vibrant, just, and growing economy in which all 
St. Louisans can thrive. The Economic Justice Accelerator will 
attract and leverage $1B in public, private, and philanthropic 
capital to the City of St. Louis to invest in catalytic projects led by 
women and minority business owners and developers in strategic 
neighborhoods, programs targeted to create economic mobility, 
and products to provide access to capital for all to thrive. 

Sample Funding Opportunities:
N E I G H B O R H O O D  P R O J E C T S  –  Wellston Loop, Be Well 
Café in Hyde Park, Marshall School in The Ville, Urban League HQ in 
Fountain Park, Project Connect Neighborhood Planning & Land Assembly

P R O D U C T S  –  Pre-development Loan Fund, Working Capital 
Contract Fund, Housing Production Fund, City-Backed Mortgages

P R O G R A M S / I N I T I A T I V E S  –  Down Payment Assistance 
Program, Build St. Louis Workforce, Pell Grant College Housing Support

I N V E S T I N G  I N  E C O N O M I C  J U S T I C E  U N L O C K S 
T H E  F U L L  P O T E N T I A L  O F  L O C A L  E C O N O M I E S  B Y 
D I S M A N T L I N G  L O N G S TA N D I N G  B A R R I E R S  A N D 
E X PA N D I N G  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  F O R  I T S  M O S T 
M A R G I N A L I Z E D  R E S I D E N T S .
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Funding Sources:
P U B L I C  –  American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, Inflation 
Reduction Act of 2022, community development 
grants, and other federal grants (if applicable), etc.

P R I V A T E  –  tax credit equity, mortgages, 
small business loans, commercial loans, working 
capital loans, patient capital, private equity

P H I L A N T H R O P I C  –  grants, patient  
capital, foundation-backed investment guarantees  
housed in the Economic Development & Transformation  
Fund at the St. Louis Community Foundation. 
 

How the Fund will Operate: 
 Æ  The implementation team will build a platform 
(Economic Justice Accelerator) that will connect 
residents, businesses, developers, and neighborhoods 
to a myriad of funding and redevelopment 
opportunities that align with the Economic 
Justice Action Plan, and provide the opportunity 
for private and philanthropic partners to invest 
in projects, programs, and products prioritized, 
vetted, and funded through public sources.

 Æ  The team identifying, prioritizing, vetting, funding, 
and building capacity for the projects, programs, and 
products will coordinate to develop the Economic 
Justice Accelerator for launch on March 14, 2023.

 Æ  The ongoing fundraising and administration 
of the fund will be managed by SLDC and 
the St. Louis Community Foundation. 

 Æ  There will be a Steering Committee established to 
set investment priorities, track progress, and report 
on social & financial impacts of fund investments.



Economic Justice Accelerator Framework

Scorecard & 
Impact Strategy 
Alignment

Each project, program, 
and/or project will be 
evaluated by a scorecard 
using the Economic 
Justice Index and other 
community-sourced 
indicators as needed. 

Projects
Programs
Products

The accelerator will 
provide capital for 
selected projects, 
programs, and 
products in the 
priority geographic 
areas.

Economic 
Justice

The full potential of local 
economies is unlocked 
by dismantling long 
standing barriers and 
expanding opportunities 
for its most marginalized 
residents.

Through public action, aligned private investments, and philanthropic partnerships, a truly 
inclusive investment strategy for economic growth increases quality jobs, entrepreneurship, 
ownership, and wealth for all residents, which leads to a reduction in poverty, crime, and 
vacancy rates. The outcome is a stronger, more competitive city.

Public01 Federal, State, & 
City Funds

Debt & Equity02 Impact Investing

Philanthropic03
Institutional 
Investors & 
Fundraising

Supported by the Accelerator Manager                Investment Committee

$1B INVESTMENT
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